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PROGRAM15

08.15 - 08.45 Arrival and coffee

 08.45 - 09.00  Welcome and introduction Christina Meldgaard & Knut Clem 

09.00 - 09.35   My lung protective strategy today Marcelo Amato

09.35 - 10.15  Interactive clinical case: My “Friday night ventilation” 
Rihard Knafelj

10.15 - 10.50  Individualized lung protective ventilation Branka Cupic

10.50 - 11.10 Coffee break

11.10 - 11.45  EIT-guided PEEP optimization in controlled ventilation: 
From regional mechanics to bedside decisions Marcelo Amato 

11.45 - 12.20  Setting PEEP according to the patient’s (tidal) recruitability 
Branka Cupic

12.20 - 13.00 Panel discussion: How to protect the lung?

13.00 - 14.00  Lunch break

14.00 - 14.45  Interactive clinical case: Wednesday morning ventilation 

Rihard Knafelj

14.45 - 15.30  Unmasking P-SILI with EIT: Visualizing the hidden costs  
of spontaneous effort Marcelo Amato 

15.30 - 15.45 Coffee break

15.45 - 16.15  EIT in practice João Batista Borges & Ronni Plovsing

16.15 - 16.35  Clinical case: EIT for lung perfusion Ronni Plovsing

16.35 - 16.55  Beyond ventilation: EIT as a bedside window into  
pulmonary perfusion Marcelo Amato

16.55 - 17.00 Closing words Christina Meldgaard

17.15 - 18.30 Guided tour at The Blue Planet Voluntary. Remember to register
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Marcelo Amato

 MD. PhD. Professor. Cardiopulmonary department. University  

of São Paulo. Brazil.

Dr. Marcelo Britto Passos Amato is a Physician, Intensivist, and 

Professor at University of São Paulo internationally recognized 

for his pioneering work in acute respiratory distress syndrome 

(ARDS) and protective mechanical ventilation. His research has 

significantly influenced modern ventilation strategies worldwide, 
particularly concepts related to lung-protective ventilation and 

driving pressure.

Dr. Amato has authored numerous landmark scientific publica-

tions and collaborates extensively in translational and critical  

care research. He is also widely recognized for advancing the 

clinical application of electrical impedance tomography (EIT) and 

innovative bedside monitoring techniques in critically ill patients.

Rihard Knafelj

 MD. PhD. The Ljubljana University Medical Centre. Slovenia.

Dr. Rihard Knafelj is a Senior Intensivist at the University Clinical 

Center Ljubljana in Slovenia. After obtaining the European 

Diploma in Intensive Care Medicine, he worked at both the 

University Hospital Tübingen in Germany, and the Policlinic  

of Milan in Italy, before returning to Ljubljana. 

His particular areas of interest include advanced mechanical 

ventilation techniques, post-resuscitation care, and sedation 

of invasively ventilated patients. In addition to lecturing at the 

university’s medical faculty, Dr. Knafelj has served as national 

coordinator for several large-scale trials and is frequently  

engaged as a trainer at international educational events.
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João Batista Borges

MD. PhD. Charles University, 1st Medical Faculty. Prague. Czechia.

Dr. João Batista Borges is an intensive care Physician and Researcher 

with more than 20 years of experience in respiratory and critical 

care medicine. He currently serves as Senior Researcher at Charles 

University and has contributed extensively to the fields of ARDS, 
protective mechanical ventilation, and electrical impedance  

tomography (EIT). 

He previously held research positions at Uppsala University  

and King's College London. Dr. Borges has authored numerous 

peer-reviewed publications and is internationally recognized for  

his work in translational research, respiratory physiology, and  

advanced lung monitoring.

Ronni Plovsing

MD. PhD. Associate Professor. Dept. of Anaesthesiology and Inten-

sive Care. Amager and Hvidovre Hospital. Copenhagen. Denmark.

Dr. Ronni Plovsing is a Danish Consultant Anesthesiologist, PhD, 

and Clinical Associate Professor. He specializes in anesthesiology 

and intensive care medicine at the Intensive Care Unit at Hvidovre 

Hospital and teaches at the University of Copenhagen.

His scientific focus areas are basic and clinical research in healthy 
and critically ill patients with severe respiratory failure and sepsis 

with focus on local and systemic immunopathology and immune- 

signaling. He has contributed to numerous scientific studies and 
national clinical research projects, including large-scale investiga-

tions of critically ill COVID-19 patients during the pandemic.

Dr. Plovsing also conducts research using electrical impedance  

tomography (EIT) to improve monitoring and treatment of respira-

tory failure. Through his academic role at the Department of Clinical 

Medicine, he is actively engaged in advancing evidence-based 

intensive care and educating future clinicians.
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Branka Cupic

MD. Head of Academy. Hamilton Medical AG. Switzerland.

Branka Cupic is a medical doctor whose early clinical experience 

in neonatal intensive care sparked a lasting interest in respiratory 

physiology and mechanical ventilation. That interest became the 

thread running through her career and eventually took her to Italy, 

where she spent 17 years immersed in the field of mechanical  
ventilation, learning from clinicians and researchers who helped 

shape contemporary practice.

Her perspective today is shaped less by a single clinical role and 

more by the breadth of settings in which she has worked. Over 

more than two decades in the medical device industry, she has 

worked closely with clinicians across many ICUs, countries, health-

care systems, and clinical cultures. Those encounters exposed her 

to the practical realities of mechanical ventilation: the questions 

clinicians ask, the compromises they make, the gaps they face,  

and the wisdom they develop through experience.

Since 2018, Branka has led Hamilton Medical Academy, where  

she designs and oversees clinical education programs for health-

care professionals internationally. Her work includes curriculum 

development for Clinical Expert Workshops and seminars, the  

Academy’s online learning platform, and faculty development 

through Train-the-Trainer and Chairperson Development programs.

Branka does not come to this symposium as an intensivist at the 

bedside or as a primary researcher. She brings the perspective 

of a clinical educator who works at the intersection of respiratory 

physiology, technology, and real-world clinical practice. Her central 

belief is that good education requires more than accurate content. 

It requires understanding how clinicians learn, what they struggle 

with, and how educational experiences can help them move from 

knowledge to confident practice.
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Bodil Rasmussen

MD. PhD. Professor. Dept. of Anaesthesiology and Intensive Care. 

Aalborg University Hospital. Aalborg. Denmark.

Prof. Bodil Steen Rasmussen is a leading expert in acute lung injury 

and critical care. Her research interest began after experiencing 

“regatta cough” as an elite rower, later earning an Olympic bronze 

medal in 1984. She completed her PhD at Aalborg University on 

lung injury after cardiac surgery.

She is principal investigator of the large international HOT ICU 

(NEJM, 2021) and HOT COVID (JAMA, 2024) trials on oxygen therapy 

in severe respiratory failure. She has also contributed to more 

than ten major RCTs in critically ill patients.

Prof. Rasmussen is also experienced with electrical impedance  

tomography (EIT). She leads a research group studying metabolic  

changes in critically ill adults and works clinically to identify risk 

factors that worsen respiratory failure. She serves as Scientific 
Chair of the Danish Centre for Research in Intensive Care and is 

an active member of international collaborations, including the 

WHO Global Optimization of Respiratory Support group.

Stephan Balsliemke

Senior Anesthesiologist. Head of ICU and Anesthesiology  

Department. Vestre Viken Hospital. Drammen. Norway.

Specialist in internal medicine and anesthesia. SSAI intensive  

care. Head of Intensive Care Unit in Drammen, Norway.

Working with intensive care for 25 years. Practitioner on daily 

basis. Special interest: Hemodynamics, CRRT, Ventilation.
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